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MERGIAN

CYCLES LTD.

Specialists in Handbuilt
Frames and Cucles where
Craftsmanship and Quality count

VISIT OUR NEW SHOWROOM AT ALVASTON AND SEE OUR
IMFRESSIVE RANGE OF TOURING CYULES

* CYCLE CLOTHING BOUTIQUE =
* MERCIAN FRAMES BUILT TO ORDER *
* CHROME PLATING & ENAMELLING SERVICE #

WE HAVE MANY SPECIAL OFFER PRICES - ASK FOR LIST
7 S'IARDLOM RD. (A6), ALVASTON, DERBY. Tel. 752468
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May = June 1991
leadline for July - August dissue is 14th June 1991

LUOBITUHIAL.

I will keep this very short to allow space for more interest-
ing wrticies., Thank you to all who have sent me articles,
they will appear in time, wnf'ortunptely their is no room for
the cycle ride to France as promised last time, but it will
aprear next month — I promise, I also have an article on a
cycling holiday in Majorica, Keep the articles coming in,
it all nakes interesting; reading.

Sorry about the Treasure Hunt being postponed, bout owing to
being in hospital Sheila Was unable to put the finer details
to it. Sheile lwpes to rup it later in the yeor, vioen wshe
has made a full recovery,

Uope you all met plenty of miles in now the weather is improv-
ing, althouph that deesn't stop some "mile eaters'! whe go out
whatever the weathcor,

Do not forget the Houghutufl Hide on 12th May - Zp.m. Welton
Kill Cafe, I am sure John has found a good route, he usuzlly
does, Also Izn's Spot the Dot Hide on 2nd June, Kirk Iansley
Urosy Hoads Y.a.m.

TANDEM IN ‘HE ALPS.

About seventy members and friends enjoyed Jeflf and Sue Bowlers
slide show on 1luth Farch. The show brought together about
four tours to give a eireular route I'ron Geneva, heading east
and scuth to the Maritime Alps and back, A1l the Alpine
famous pasues were included as well as other lesser known

areas amd the quality and variety of the slides portrayed the
magnilicence of the area.

Ian,
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2nd June.

2Z2nd Septenber.
30th September.

6th Uctober.

19th Uetober,
Srd Hovember.
24th Hovember.
#th September.

Houghatulf Ride.
Start Wetton Mill Cafe.

Spot the Tlot Hide.
Kirk lLangley Cross Roads.

Standard Rides.

Slide and Print Competition.
Inkriea to John Woodings.

Hill Climb.
Slide 5how. Holleston Seouba Headguarters.
D.Ah. Lunch.

2.DaMa

9.a.m.

DA jumuel General Mecbing.

Audeax Hidea, organised by Burton Section.

HEW MEMHKRS ,

A warm welcome is extended to all now members amd those who
have moved into the area.

Iir. H. Balley.
Mr. ¥. Bearsley,

ir. M. W. Bonsor, -

Miga K. M. I,
Ire. J. bdpe,
Mis=s, R, T. Feern,
Hr. 5. Corner,

Cobb

Mra. M. Hadfield, .

Vra. M. Iynch,
Mr. R. Lynch,

M/e . Fe Cown,
Mr. I.
Mr. ¥. A. Hushton,
Hr. P. Shepherd,

Misa. J. 1. Upton,

Nr. I. M. Wimbush,

H. Plews,




ShURBETARY 'S IkPUR'YT

I'm pleased to say that Derby runs have restarted and asince
10th Harch there have been about six regulars on the fort-
nightly runs, with hopes of more when the better weather
ocours, Burton Hection continue tn have attendances of
between 12 to 15 for their weekly runs.

Cafe of the month mast be Trishin's Tearooms which is on the
Hoyal Cottapge to Allgreave Hoad {GHULBG36).  Apart from the
reasonable priced and delicious ples, cakes and ten, any cafe
that lets cyclists return after trying on the tea cosies aa
alpine style hats and suffers the puns about matrimonial ecake
muat be deserving of custom.

Why not write to the Awheel with your favorite cafle,

Ian,

. A. B, A, R,

Members have been asking how the B.ALR. pointn aystem io
worked out, this is the reply from Mick Bailey who has done
the job for many years.

The treasure hunt, hill climb and photographic competition
have outright winners and then the points diminish for Znd,
3rd and so on dewn to the last member,

Membera completing the Hooghstuf! ride and the 100 in 8 get
equpl points to the winuer: of the obher events and those
completing the 50 in 4 get hall the arount of peinta.

II' you are an organiser of any of the nbove events you musot
1et liclk Lhave bthe resulls sheet straight away, also send one
to me for publication in the Awheel. Mick's addresa incane
vou do not know it is:— Mick Bailey, )

d. note: . A. menmbers ONLY to Nick.

HULTOL SHECTION fRULS HEPQRT

Un the 17th February, having previously arranged to meet Ken
from Uttoxeter somewhere in between Uydiury and Doveridpe,
Sheila led everyone in tint direction. A little nused lane
nipgn pooted Waldley preceded the descent into Roceater and
nfter climbing past Bamford's another minor lane led towards
Alton. The Hed Hoad along the Churnstt Valley was as delight-

-



ful as cver but cale fma Lo be Laken when nepgoatiating o rather
icy trocit to limsingsdale Youlh Hostel whers the Warden had
lert what was necensary fur miking ltes and collee,

Un veaching our veuue Howksmeor Lature Heaerve it was decided
tu sive the snow coversd track o miss as some walkers described
it an very lEsuy wnld anywiey soue ol the section had alrendy
pade it yuite plain that ternac was Tavoured !

Marley and Kllastone gave Way to jlorbury, Snelston ad Hodsley
Lefure the group split up at dilton for memberas to make their
LWl Way honma. i

Sheila Willians

4 light shower on the 24t February wWas not sufficient Lo stup
seventeen 0.'0F,0. riders get off for Sutton Park., ‘Mfrough
GCatton Park, Blford, along o stretch of the old "25" mile

¢ urse, to Hopwas and go ta Tarvorth for collee. Apparently
vhe cafe had been burgled Lhe previous night for the sixlh time,
and wopping up operaticons wers talting place. Uifering our
candolences to the MHusgeresd, We then proceeded alony lansd
to braytoen Hassett, and the inevitpple rough-stut't Tim had
gonght oul, i%duwmwmmtwwImdmnmmmu&mwﬂcmmu
thie furd at the buttom ol the hill. une uale member gained a
very wet shoe, and ong fomale cyellats! screams could be heard
niles avays

An aliresco luncl wag cnjoysd iy Sutiun Pourk, whilal a grey
Giuirrel wad uapreturbed LY I noioy cyolists,

There were pany spart conments about overdraits, lurge batk
balances and Porche's ete, along Milliouaires low at sutlon.

Gupes were regquirad as We appruached bhenstone, and o o juick
journey home Was lade through Tdehlield and Alrewas, whire we
wihl seperate Walds.

Gur thanks to im who kept us orf' wain roads, and planmed an -
interesting route through which 1s predominntely a built up
Alr'dile

It was a most anusual day jrd larch, oue graup of riders set
oub ab 9435045 the rain group leit at Lhe correst tine of 9,00
and two wembers, who should have known better lelt at 9, 30,

However Lhe rirst ones Lo arrive for lunch at Wetton were the
lasl ones to start (Lhere must be a leswon here). ‘lhey trav-
glled to Sudbury, Darley PFoor, Lorbary, Stunton and Lhrough the
Paindold Valicy. Phe second sroup Lo avrive had token almost
the sane roube but stoppsd for corfes ut CGauldon Low Art Centre.



The last proup to arrive were the “HEmlhnngeru“ who had made a
very fact pace via Whatotandwell, Wirkswerth, Perwich, scrons
to Milldale thus taking 47 miles to reach Welbton, "Jim the
Trike" also turned up via Butterton =tec,

After lunch thirteen riders zet ofl 'or llarrowdale, but owing
to the recent rain it was decided to abonden the dides and

legve Lhis track for a fulure dnte, wheroupon, the early gtari-
ern hended for peguick journey home. e rest of un enjoyed

B more lﬁiﬂurely ritde to Alotonelield and sceniec Lode BHE11
where we goon jolped ihe sheltier of Tissington Treil. Thin
Wwon p wWwine degision on John'n part oo moch aprrecinted by the
remaining riders',

Neapite Lhe relentless wind, hilly terroin and odd aleet nhower,
nll onjoyold another gnod dovs cyelims in tlie Peaks,

The lower Lurp=out of the =mection was nrobahbly due fo five of
our repular riders enjoying sn early and, hopefully, =unny
holidny in Hajorce.

Marpnret Honnt.

fecording Lo the weather Poreeast overecant okisn shold have
given way to hetber bLhivgs on Sunday, 10U Bareh bul aomehow

Lhe depremc-ion inereased rather than deerssed. After atopping
For elevengses at Amhergate, the towpath alonpzide Cromiord Crrnl
wan caratully negotinted an far as High Yeok Jurebtion aml then
the Migh Yeak trell waa follwed to Wack Yocks, With abewly
raln making condibions rather unpleacsant, samndwiches wore eaten
whilob sheltering wndernesth a bridpe af'ter which hot relresh—
ments were sought at Wirksworth Heritnge Centre,

Johi opent some of his i1l gotten gaina in a nearhy anliqnue ahop,
AS a collector of posteavds of old Burban he wng rather Dlemeed
to find some he hadn't sean betors,

fiain continned to Call as the way home wan made vin Callow,
Draileford and Sutton on the Hitl.,  Having returned the pro-
vious day from a week's eyeling in Majorea during which only
2huura rain fell in deylight houra, Sheila thought 1t a bit
meh to pet s0 wet on her return Lo honme frround,

If there had been a prize [or the most punctureta on Irvin'y
run to Deowna Banka then Dersk would have won lands down with
three, Muriel aud Irvin tied equal secund with one each.

We didn't expect to get Lhrou.h the ay's ride without getting
wet amd we wersan't disappointed, Hovever, before a wet emnd
to an interesting and most enjuyable tdny we had szlevenses at
Bramaball tearoom and Lhen continuesd nalong lanes thatl were
often nquite muddy, through the leipha, Stone lHeath and TNocs—




gate. Hoddershiall gave Woy Lo a confruntation with suik
churned up rough stuff but for tunptely lor Trvin it did dmpr-
ove ard in fine weather on Downs Banks a pienie lunch was en=
Jayeds

[t isn't often that the seetion breals new ground but lowns
Houks are one and a halfl miles lorth of Stone and conalst of
166 acres of undulating woorland with a gtream through the
centre, given in 1946 arter a leeal appeal, as a war memorial,
An additicnal 3 acres wvere plven to the MHational Trust by the
\alters Family iu 1980,

flot far From Downs Banks ihe tow path along the Trent and Mer-
gey canal was jodned amdl foliwed to the 'cyclista’ cuf'e! lor

a more Lhon weloome Ing ol Leis iid ted oua o dldd hastened
Lomewitsd ereliog through M lulch, Grotwich and along thie BULT
st ol course Wwe all eveptuully had Lo capd Upe. flere's to a

cumpletely Jary Sunday 1

HSheila Williams.

SHEFFIELD CYCLES

59 NEW STREET,
BURTON-ON-TREMT,

'STAFFS. DE14 3Q¥. _
= Clement

TUBULARS

Carradice’'

CARRADICE CF MILSON LED

RALEIGH,
fsHImANo0 =

CH

FANTY AND ACCESSORIES

Telephane 0283 321 55.




BURTUK SHODTON KULS LISY.

Hon, Secretary: J. Woodings,

Start of Huus: Abboy Areade, High Ltreet,
Burton on Trent,

5. Starh time. L. Lanech. T. Tea.

5th May: Upaton Hepervolr. 7. Boyee, 6. B.30.
L. Ashover, T. Crich,

124h May: Section Freewheel Competition &
D. 4. Houghstuff{ Ride. J., Woodinga. o. 8.0,
Wetton Mill Cafe 2Z,p.m.

19th Fay: Heriden Memorinl Service, 8, 8,00,

26th Moy Bank loliday. Informal, 8. B.50.

2nd June: Spot the Dot Hide. I. mn. 8. H.00.
firk Inngley Cross Heomds 9.00.

Yth June: Magpie line. 5. Williama, g, £.00,
L. and T. Alfresco.

16th June: Uakham Canltle, I. Wright. &a. 8,00,
I.. and T. Allreaco,

23rd June: York Holly Weolond,
Informal. a. B, 30,

30th Junes: Hoach End. B. FPrior. a. 8.00,
L, Hoyal CGottage. T. Heerbrook,

Tth July: Hal o' the Wood. I. Nill. a. B.,00,
L. Alfresco. T, fHtone.

14th July: Lempstone Steam bnpine Hally, a. B.00.

e and T. All'resco.

Family Section and Easyriders Section Hunga cantact Ted Hopper,



DEY HULG Hebwil,

Wi the dULh Hareh elght aenbers turoed out for Lhe dluaugral

LeW Derby rut, after Mipding ne one at the Kackworth cuter
plek up point, Might dedzsle set in for the morning man over
Park ook, Duffichd aod Belper Lane Hod to Anbergnte. We

I &

plarted slarted the rush un the sponge pudding ag the Durton
Seclion arrived to make 4L g fidl house at tie deidpe cat'e.

L .‘.:.—:".rj_nl-_; W ILi-,ji.H.'.kl.".i herek from Purton and the Cromford
Ganal Llowpath was enfoyed Uor 1ts tragguility, apazt fvan

thie chatlering, cralista., aAlter the elimba wp the High Peok
trail Inclines, Tunch wao take at Hiddleton Pop and ve lecint
the histury ol the ral bviny row the videos ahown thers,

Thiare Wi 1o I'~'.le'il,;_' o e 1036 O ln.'.|,‘.l'i...__ o 1t woas ow
bl an lwae beesoigh Woekoworth auud Dot tield back to Peruy.
thanka Lo Jubw Sutton, Steve Mowssey, bave Locos, Peter "My lor,
Trever Jubnson, Peler Hostawley and Ken Yestro ffow jolandng na
2 Lk Clin,

Moo Meuasn Llabes Wit, better voatler tholwe vere seven riders
bty Lpeludipg Bun and Clace Calder og their toodew, a luli=
gurely raa Wronih ek longley, Hercoston nod Hradley led to
gleVenoes ol ddglouulne dviers penbers recglled their beat alls
o vor-iovus Yoras.

KING'S

OF ALLENTON LTD.

Cycles by

RALEIGH ¥ & * CARLTON

CLOTHING AND SHOES *

LIGHTWEIGHT SPFARES *

REPAIRS *

KINGS OF ALLENTON LTD. Telephone 49245
815 Osmaston Road, Derby, DE2 9BQ.




Al'ter horbury and Bllastoue the lakes of YWooltun Fark were
pasmded te Farley and Uakanmoor for lunch. Pete had nis usual
do it yourself sandwiches,and the steep slope of the Muney-
gtone hill turned the couv=rsation to the delights ol otuer
Famyws clipba.,

Tuere was one alter lunch, up past the hostel but rewarded
with the descent ito Greatgate and Croxden. Flenty of time to
look round the Albey ruins which must have been nagnificent
building in the thirteenth century. The ruina left, despite
being substantial, are only a swmall portion of the original
building which wan dissolved in the sixteenth century.

Ihe group followed the Roman Hoad te Longtord bel'ore a l'inal
tea stop at Bartonfields, leaving only a short run howe.

Tan Hill,

DEHEY HULS,
gtart {rom Debenhams = contact Ian Hill for details of time,

5th Hay: Uguton Heservoir,

12th Hay: D.A. Houghstuff Hide.

19th May: Bosworth Fielda,

Zrid Junes D.A. Spot the Dot Ride.

1bth June: Vale of Belvoir,

20th June: Hoach End.

14th July: Hempstone Steam Engine Mally.

HANDONIMEE HOTES .

e season is at leat on. Your riders Legan it i, earns:at
by riding a 150k event taking in the Flater parts of South
Yorkahire and ad joining Notlinghamshire and Iincolnahire op
o Iroatly sunny day.

The first 200km P,B.FP, gqualifier saw tloese local ridars lsav—
iwyy Hoechdale Por more scenic parts of laneashire and Yorkshire,
Torrential rain and high winds wade this a ride Lo remember
Fer Lhe Wrong reasons, The rain assisled by welting soow
rlooded roads and caused rivers Lo burst their bauke.

i
,w




Much hetter weather gropted the six who bravelled to Lincoln
for the next Z00km, sun and a headwind sloweld bhe apead aouth,
past Tattershall Castle and the sometimes hilly Kesteven to
cricirele Hutland Water for an eapier ride back, akirting all
built up areas to make sure more local riders got in a 200km
qualifier,

The next elfort, another 200km, begnn at Albriphton and bowled
along, wind assisted and in sunshive for the lirst 50km.

Thon into the wind for the next leg hefore Lthe hard clinmb
over The Gleea amd a drop into the Severn Valley. The throe
logal riders ewled up getting soaked in the altermath of a
el mrat.

Shenatone, near Lichfield, is the atart of an event popular
with Purton ridera. 8ix got around the 100km ride covering
the Trent Valley, Needwood Porest aml Cannock Chase. Hain
towards the end got them wet, as it did the seven who rade the
200km.  Thia reoute was gquite hilly, peing over the ?xe Ddge
atd onto Castleton, A headwind back saw some gritted tocth
poin: over limzal Head and the Hiners Standard climbs,

Tha firot 300km nualifier from kidderminster had only two Bur-
ton porticipanta, A very hard middle section take the mount-
ain road from Buith Wells over the JDevils Staircase to Trega-
TOrt. A following wind, sun and shorts made this most enjoy-
able. The return road from Cwmystwyth to Hhyader via another
mouttain ropd but into a cold wind was a different mtter with
many ridergs struggling a bit,

By the next time the notes appear moat riders hoping to qual-
ify will be nenrly tliere as 400kmn and 600kn events will have
been ri:den, leta hope we have sone warm weabher,

Jim Hoppsr.

1{

Li TOUK.......pact 2. by Ian }ill

The sun emerpged for day four at Har sur Aube, about 200km enst
of FYaris as I joined the traffic leaving the town and its parks
*n kuroroute E34. Soon I turned onto the D roads to head
south, and followed the Hiver Aube through the forests. The
arsa was slightly undulating before climbing over to the next
river at Hecey sur (urce.

Tunet was taken at a cafe in the town smyuare, it was good to
ait outside in the sun and wateh the aetivity - one car pana-
ing and two people walking by — perhaps it was the siesta.



S The planned work

Carg ﬂﬂﬂ-uﬁ

In the summer of 1988 SevernTrent obtalned planning permission for the construc
tian of the new Carsington dam and wark will shartly begin on site.

The old design

Lo water level W9, 3H4m

ETlone kshpr praiechion

cly ioundsnon  uncerrn | +nm

The new design

crnire bne

top water level 199 34m

New strengthening factors are:
(i) Berms and flatter slopes

(il) Surface clays removed

[iil} Marrower vertical core

Tha old dam will e substantally removed and it s planned to start work on the new
wdam constructian in the spring of 1950 for completion by October 1992, Water will

slowly be Intreduced into the reservair during the following months

Most of the materia) for the new dam will come from the Carsington reservoir site

Stone will be brought in from local quarries. Earth moving during the next few vears
“will, subject to weather conditions, usually 1ake place between May and October with

minor warks carried out in the winter months

The road shown en the drawing is the proposed Hognaston by-pass due for opening

in 1992,

Apanel ol independent technical experts has beenset up all with wide experience In

a particular aspect of dam construction. They will review all stages of the construction

of the dam.




== Carsington Reservoir

Carpingle®
The vital link in the East Midlands water supply.
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In adry summes, homes and factories in the East Midlands need more wales at peak i

times than we can readily supply. Already we have little margin lor operational
partal 'E' emergencies or for drought.
1 \We can increase our output by various means for a limited time, but none of these
measures can be sustained for long.
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=N The Background |

Carsington Reservolr, to the north of Ashboumne (n Derbyshire, Is needed to provide
additonal water supplies to some three million people in Derbyshire, Nottinghamshire
and Leicestershire.

How Carsington will waork
During the high flows of winter, water will ba pumped from the River Derwent at

Ambergae (o Carsington Resenoir,
In tmes of need it will be retemed to the river to provide a vital source for additional

public warer supplies.
7 Wirksworth .

Ogston Reservoir will also receive water from Carsington.

Carsington Hopton
-=-- Partal o
s '\EarsLngmn and educt
S Hopton by-pass M el 5
: Eﬁ‘;’ o Partal 'C' Ambe
M'-"\ pioeling pumpi
pe SLation
: ,_-,5:5& - and in
- \ ot Portal ‘B
Hognaston Ry \
s Tunnel A-B =
i n
Cnriu:lgmn Dam Portal A %
Ecclesbourme D
Henmare +— Hognaston Brook
Braok

Discharge
control
house

by-pass \



== | andscaping and leisure

rluing'lni‘

Severn Trent is proud of lts reputation for caring for and enhancing the water
environment

O the valley slopes at Carsingtan we are planning to creale large woodland areas
with a mixture of native speces

Civer 250,000 frees have already been planted with many maore planned.
Camsington Reservolr will provide for a variety of recreational and amenity pursuils.
Sevemn Trent is aware of the need for a balance of activities and at the same ume
having regard and respect for the local community

Wi will continue Lo work with the planning authonty to agree sensible proposals
which consider all parties.

The planopposite shows some of the proposed areas Carsugicn ~
of activity, Foatpaths and herse trails have already /S Hopton

been provided together with car parking facilities at

Millfields and are now in wse.

Kirk
Ireton




Un leaving the tewn a wotorist stopped and asked for direct-
ions to bthe siare. o problem with m: improving: French and
off he went, Then I replised I had mixed up my left and
rightal A hasty departure and I was then on the steady
climb over the Flatepgu de langres.

Unce over Lhe top the road dropped down the wvaliey throupgh
Grancey With its castle on the cliffs above the villppe.
Further down the Hiver Tille wound along in pleasant mendows
and the village of lux was superb with Ltn flower covered
chalets by the shallow river, By now the sun was scorching
ne I crasaed the undulating prain plains to the north east
of Dijon and a few shade stups were necessary.

Arter the lidver Havne 1T reached the {irat obvioun hilla aince
the channel, and the evening sun gave them a rediish hue.
Hairpinag led up to CGendrey where I pauned at the villape sqare
and the friendly village eldera told me of all the cafen and
ahopa in the area.

Unly 10km of the continuouns forect de Chaux was left before
the mountaina. I emerged at Are et Henann, o picture in the
evening light wilth the mountaing arcund aa the band played on
the huge comnon, The air seemed so f'regh, and then I was
celimbing snteady through Mouehard, where the railway and roads
gWuny in nll directiona, and into the magnificent gorpe which
somebow Saling les Faina had managed to squeeze overlookad Ly
the forts of St Andre and Belin high on Lhe eliffa nbove,

e wine was wanted nfter the hot day but my crder of lemonails
with the meal seemed to digturl the holel atalfl. Quarter of
an hour later a litre hottle arrived from lhe local shap anil
I matched the finesse of the local connnisseurs by usivg the
wine plasaesn of courge.

Twenty glosses and a uights sleep later (much cheaper than wine
by buying the bottle) I climbed out of Halins to the bine of
cow bells in the meadows, With the steep elimb I had plenty
of time to leck back at the forta and the meadow [lowers and

to decide thot cow hells pet on your nerwves,

Unce np, it was fairly level following valleys through the

Foreasts to lietnbel a ski resort where the vany ehalets id ot
least blend into the landsenpe with the towering le Morand nt
1419m bebind, 1 reachied the main rond to Svitzerlapd and had
a lunch stop over the pass in Jougne. Lntertainrent was pro-
vided by the young skateboarders careering deown the 1 in 3

road outside Llic ecaf'e, The loecals again took an interest in
my travels and when Eheir Priswdn assvioed Bhows gnn smiab ~ee




Licental bugging omd Bigsing, wnd thot wos gust the menfolk -
puother hasty departure berore they came to greet me!

Four Em dovnlilill I reached the twiss border control who are a
oit luesy ag to vho Lhey Llet in. I hod & tense noment when
Lthe punpd asked me inbo the conbrol roon, Taexily T waan't
on Lhe conputers onupect list so I then had meore dowonhill
tlrauch Yallocta. T drbe T pot wy supply of sSwiss franea
Tor the 22 hours T wes tu ve in Lhe countey and gudging by the
local prices only swewpgh Lo tive frusally.

To avold Lavsoae I cut acreoss counbry through the forests
arvnd Moot Jeral cnd lesbinclt puided e through the mawne of
roads (or Juek)s  all beight was loat on the fast descent Lu
Lo g with cobbled paths leadiog down Lhrough the vine-
yardyg to viitlages by the lubke suole.

Alter o Uew buay milea threweagh Voavey and donteux the lake waa
dell wehiind be Ffollovw the Hhone Volley throoch St,. Maurice Lo
barligny ab bhe botton of the Grand St. Hernard Yass,

Hext Iesue: koot bauhing around Decby.

Samways ior the Highway's

VISIT OUR WEW SHOWROOMS AT

“¢  CYCLE CENTRE

We stock the complete range of Raleigh Cycles at
competitive prices

Cycles Accessories Spares—Service

20/22 ASHBOURNE ROAD, DERBY DE3 3DR

Telephone 350849




SUTTONS CYCLES

100% BIKESHOP

FAST REPAIR SERVICE
COLLECTION AND DELIVERY
CHRISTMAS CLUB

FRIENDLY SERVICE

EXPERT ADVICE GIVEN

WHEEL BUILDING SERVICE

We are agenls lor: GIANT, FALCON, B.H, UMIVERSAL RON
KITS, SHIMAND and CAMPAGNOLO.
FOR ALL YOUR CYCLE MEEDS COME 10

- o % % %

SUTTONS CYCLES
35 MAIN STREET

STAPENHILL VISA

Mr BURTOMN-ON-TRENT
TEL: 511630 I

The Day We Went To Tha Aaces .,.continued.

—_— — = =

The melon fields sbounded in this area, packed ln boxes
marked 'Sel de Divea', the Dive was the civer running theough
the reglon and we could all vouch fer the sunshinel Helon
fields give off & wonderful perfume, good enough to tempt me Co
tey & slice, I still don't like the taste, but cthe smell is
wanderful. It was difficule co resist the temptation of
sampling them in the fields, especlelly a3 there Wera Cejects
chucked all over the plaea,

Firmly resiscing temptacion we cercied on towards our
objective which was nov looming lacgec on the landscape.So ve
tolled{well me and mum did)up the final slopa to Olron. Hot to
vislt the chateau you understand but to find & cafe, Miseslon
accomplished mum and I joined the rest of the family in a small
cafe tucked into the corner of the square eand called for
ceviving cups of coffee. It was an interesting cafe with well
smoked photo's of the chateau sharing the wall with some cather
nice old plates. A small problem arose when wa tried to use
the toilet. It was locked, and when we ssked for the key we
were told 'well you can have the key, but there is no watec]
Apparently the proleonged deought had caused the water maln to
the village to fracture, and as it was & bank holiday there was
no immediate pcospect of a repair. It must have been wonderful
for amall children and beer drinkercs!

As ao often happens the closa up vievw of the chatesu vas
an anti-climax, A plece of loose tarpaulin Elapping ovar a
coof under repair and s small notice deteiling opening hours

1-.Il



and prices. Host chateaux inslst on visltors joinlng ocrganised
groups, but that doesn't sult us, wa're too bolshy to be
organised by anybody else when we're on holiday., So as usual
ve decided not to bother with the tour, pacticularly as this
chatenu plays host to rather inappropriste exhibitions of
modern art instead of the act of the shoemaker!

Then we had to have a discuselon about the reburn routa.
Should we carey on round in a clccular route to BTy and keep
out of the wind, or should ve return the way we had come? The
yote was In [avour of returning, s least as for as Sauzepu. Its
funny how when retracing your steps or your vheelmarks the
landscape ls so different when vieved from the other way. This
time we could ses that the local garden centre had not only
fields Full of gladiell, but others full of plante in pots,
presumably for ease of watering., The next Farm along had a
Field packed with white geese..,..I am never quite sure how Lt
is that I don't fall off my bike, for I spend far more time
looking around me than I ever do watching the rond,

On the outskirts of Sauzeau mum stopped to check Af aome
fallen plums vere [it to eat and while she did so we could hear
s distant loudspeaker, We decided that the nolse was coming
from our rlght so when wve canched the road junction instead of
golng stralght en for home, we turned right to Bea the Fete.
The Fete was further away than we expectad, in a field about a
kilometre outside the village and nearly halfvay to the next
gmall town Honcontour. We turned down off the road, ignoring
the car park, and went down & track batveen the sunflover
fields to a meadow by the side of the rlvar Dive. The
preparations were well advanced so we pald our money and

Cych'ng 2000 218 pallow st. %

Burton-on-Trent,
TOURING l:'QL-'l'P._':If:'.‘h’T SPECTALIST Etaffs

m 1990 PANNIERS AT UNBEATABLE PRICES
Aqualdade Granite Biack/Royal

Bardale 10 litres £25.95 Bardale 10 litres  E29.85

Unlvarsal 30 |itres £30.50 Unlversal ao litres £45.95

Standard 45 litres £45.05 |berlan 45 |itres £54.95

BlackiFlame CARRADICE

Mountain® 22 lIlres  £43.99 Cotton Duck Cycle Bags
Kalaharl 1° 20 lilres  £37.95 Supar C Front 22 lires E32.75

Kalahari 3° 13 litres  £32.50 Super C Rear 45 lltres £48.50

Bardel 5 litres  E25.75 Super C Bar ba 7 lltres  E24.75

Rakpak 12 lilres  £47.50 Swper C Saddio aE 23 litres  E26.75

*panniers sold as singles Plus tull range al Carredice saddle bags

E MAIL OR 'PHONE YOUR ORDER NOW E
0283-44669 or 0952-604630 (Evgs. only)

s




recelvad our tlekets, which also gave us entry into the caffle
for o baby donkey, we regretfully gave our Clckets away Lo
amall children balng unsuce of the lava an lmporting liccle
ARBEES.

After a long and boring peuse while waiting for the
donkey races to start, ve vent to look at the aide showa. The
first thing we came to wag a pond made by covering a eirele of
strav bales with s plastle sheat and filling it with water. In
the warer swam & disconsolate duck, On the side of the pond was
& notlea which asked one not to be cruel to the duck, intrigued
we locked closer and sev the the stall holder vas carrying a
handful of plastle rings; light dewned; we were locking at a
"Hook a Duck' atall waing cesl ducks! The priza for
successiully hooking & duck was & live ong to take home but 89
it vas too hot for coast dinnmers we decided not to bethsr, The
other aide shows were of a more conventionsl nature so we went
back to the main acéna for the races,

The cace commentators first job wa# to persusde members
of the public to become jockeys, the inducement belng a very
handsome trophy Eor the winner and bottles of wine for asch
team of two compstitecs. There were about 20 donkeys of
gssorted size and sex and each pair of intrepid volunteera were
allocated a steed, seemingly at candom., The race waa rum on the
basis of distance coveced rather than flcrat past the post, the
competitors having 10 minutea to get round the track as many
times as possible. The eventual winner looked rather degpecate
by the and of the race, 9 times round the track, including the
vater the watar jump had proved harder than he expectad -
especlally baceback!

The crowd's fsvourite, however was the team that cams
last. The lntrapld jockay bninf dumped twice in the waterl The
judges gave them an extca bottle of wine for 'mctistic merit".
After we hed repturously epplauded our favourites we ware left
with ? hours before the next cace. Although the affectionsdo's
of the Ball Trap had continued without pause during the cace,
far mece onlookers watching other people hit, or more aften
miss Llittle clay circles fired into the alr soon loses ita
chacm.

Although we alwvays like to attend the village fetes,
belleving thac Lta §nod to put money into the communities that
welcome us, we didn't really fancy hanging sround for hours for
the next race, sven if the couscous was as good as the man
. with the miccophone sald it vas, We left for home, following
the now familiar lanes through Honcontour and Hessals(whose
name didn't teke any altezlng), checking in the hedgercvs Co
gea Lf the sloes ware cipe enough to take home for gin making.

Shortly after passing through Hessals we paased through a
wood where on s previous occaeslon I was lucky encugh co see @
voodpecker. This time all ve sav wans a cerpat of Chinaase
Lantern plants which in thls country are the flover mrrangers
joy but in France grow wild in the voods and ditches. On our
approach to the next village, Frontenay-sur-Dive, we heard
another loudspeaker and sure enough Frontenay was slso
selebrating Ascension day, but this time with a petangua
competition. As my parents passed the venue they sav a group of
young ladies in traditional costumes prepacing Lo dance and
decided to atay and watch. They were & lictle disappointed
that the traditional dance the girls pecfocmed was the can-canl
Wot quicte what they had expected buc undenisbly Prench.

5. Jenny Hoper.




THE GHEAT HATING EXTHAVAGANAA.

When I comuitted myself to earrying out an evenings soeciable
'Bating' at the Mercia club night I did not realize what this
would involve, and algo for Pete Rose to give many thanka in
writing 1 thought to you who were safely at alternative venues
that evening, I did it all for the interest of Lthe club.

Fagilitiea in the Clubroom are just ideal for the modern up-
market meal I was to provide that night. With time being the
governing part I decided to cheat a 1ittle and treat everyonc
to as little of my company as possible, Food was prepaved at
home, just to cut the corners but the 'Doubting Thoms's amongst
the 'guinue pigs' (The tasting panel) could nét nnderstand why
this waa so.

In the back of my rmind I knew it was the big realease of the
year for me to retard and cripple the 54 minute men on the
tasting panel,but it did not materialise, (probably they pre-
fer a heavy Indian).

Some people were quite satiofied with the omd product althoush
a oticky patch waa avolded when one grnasumer alerted me that
mashrooms were taboo with him, so I had to make a alight ad-
Justment to the sauce, (leave out the mushrooms ).

With that out of the way, it was on with the rlan, I had got
‘Giovanni' (my left hand man) to help serve up and also handle
any complaints, while I beavered away at 'refroshing' the Fasta
spirals, The sauce was compleled with mushrooms and all but
mysell munched away at the firat course,.

The second course was a dessert which was aldo prepared at

home due to the fact that we would have had a heavy time carry-
ing a coocker into the clubrrom from the back of a car, 30 I
opted for the easy route,

I was preasurised inte demonatrating the art of emptying a
flan without eracking and splitting pastry and filling, this

I achieved with very close tolerance, bub I had to win over
the confidence of the young 'Brave' on the tasting panel who
was breathing heavily down my right ear, awaiting something to
gwWeeten his palate after his First course.

In the end, I had the happineas of knawing that I was close
to acheiving the goal of secing somcone completely blown out,
but I do say close. Yo with the help of Giovanni ard myself
we tidied up the banguet hall and returncd to the recepltion
bar to talk over the previous Bxiravaganza.

16.



INTERPEAK
CYCLING

« MOUNTAIN BIKE - MULTI-ACTIVITY

COURSES (RESIDENTIAL BREAKS )
HIRE OR BRING YOUR OWN,

» SUPPLIERS TO:' DEVELOPMENT TRAINING,
SCHOOLS. ¥YTS, CLUBS, GROUPS, COUNTRY -
LOVERS. WE AIM TO CONVERT OPTIMISTS

- SALES: EX HIRE & SOME NEW MODELS (yp
TO 254 OFF MAIL ORDER]

IF YOU LIKE OFF ROAD BIKING. CONTACT US 1)}

T e e

Sid Standard

LIGHTWEIGHT CYCLES ACCESSORIES REPAIRS

MAKERS OF THE

Sgp_erbe RANGE OF FRAMESETS

i e Y 35/37 CHILWELL ROAD
Mszutiang Sotitsh-rogie: BEESTON, NOTTS

Accessories. )
Cycle clothing & shorts. Telephone: 256647




Heeipes for the evening are from a secret known to myself but
can be released to a trusted sponsor fur a small fee.

Youra in the kitchen,
Ivor Jam=sa,

MERCIA scomark

Hon. Hecrolary: P.k. Hose,
|

Clubroom: Until Honday Yth September (excluding Gth
May, 27th May and 26th Aupust) there will Le
an informal pget topether at the Beech Inn,
Stretton at B.30.p.m. in the Public House.
Thia will be an ideal time to sort ont
Future eventa And race entries.

Committoe Meetings: #2nd April, 20th May, 24th June and
19th August at 8,00.p.m. ot the Becch Inn.

Clubruna: There will be no clubrung intil early Ucloler.
{see C.T.C,clubrina.

Bvening Time Trials:. 1o mile T.T'a. will be at Dunntall Croos
Hoads, except for the Tamdem Bvents on Tih
and 21lat May; 4th and 18th June; 2nd and 9th
July, these will be on the Tamworth/Ashby
Hoad-old A455-. The club events will finiash
with tliree G mile events, again at Drakelow
comnencing 27th Auguat,

Forthooming lventsg B JILIGE.LE. at Yoxall 2nd May at 6.45.p.m.
Upen 25mile T.T. 3rd July Etwall, contact
Mark Sheffield,

Unfortunately due to bad weather and a neck problem I did not
make many lercia Clubruns during FPebrunry and March. I did
make one in wid March to the Hamblera Hetreat, with four othors.
We were hit by the puncture bug, well John Travis was, 1 stayed
with him eventually mecoting up with Kevin, Riehard and Paul at
the cale, where we met Jim Hoppsr out to mest the C.T.C. The
ride back te Burton was lortunately puncture [ree,



We Had the usual skittle pateh with the South Pennine at the
Bridge Brewery which we manapged to win again, My son Hiek and
I olected to play for the Pennine, I am alraid I was not mueh
help to then.

wWell I have finally done it, won a [lercin competition event
after 2Yyears, the event being the llnndicap Holler Racing. It
wan cleae in the end, 1 was losing more than I was winning when
Wally rudyced my handicap. I finally amazsed 22 points Lo

William Hirst's 20 with Don Haton and Steve Fassey!'s 16 to
finish Joint third.

The elubroom propramie was rounded off by Jelff Rowler who gave
us an oxeellent slide show (acsisted by wifa Sue) on Continen-
Lal Fasa storming, mainly in the Pyrennmces,

Yome news on the membership front, Alan and Hartin Feltitt have
joined un from the South Pennine, Alan as Tolder! members know
was withh the Mercia before going to Saudi Arabia., Thartin'e
fricnd from Hepton James lelan has alse joined. Weleome Lo
the club,

After a one year lapse I have recieved Dr, David Bousfield's
membership again. Jean tells me they have a Great llane puppy,
(ed. name of Hercax}. also due to work commitments David doss
not pet mch time for cycling.

Three mepbers rode Long Eaton Parapon's 65 mile Holinhilily
Prial in early February. It is feirly tough with a bit ton
mieh main read for me. Although it is sometime since I cycled
up Fenny Bentley to leowhaven I was thankiul for Lhe relregh-
menta Bt Newhaven. 1 pot rather cold on the decent to Crom-
ford along the Via Celia, I wanaged to finish in 5 hours, Joson
Seabridpe and Tony (rme finished in about 3} hours, they were
obviously fir, as subsequent racing reculto show,

The Tacing season has started very well for some members namely
Alan and Martin Pettitt, Tony trme, Jason Seabridpge, Steve
Herriman, Mark Sheffield, lick Karriott, Chris Wells and Tony
Pennetl have all got some good races 1n.

fhe irst event to report on ia the Melton Olynmpie Hilly 21
mile T.T. where Mark took loth place in %%minn 12 sees., Jadon
was 1st Junior in 1-2-53 apd Steve completed the team in
1-4=25. Geofl Plalta winning in 55-05. lNattingham Clarion
2up 25, Alan and Fartin took the mixed veterans prize in 1-1-34,
Tony Urme and Jagon claimed the mixed juniors prize in 1-0=34.
Pony Bennett timed 1-9-43 in Belper H,C, 2jmile hilly despite
unshipping his chain. Coalville Wheelern Hilly 25 event saw
Stoye time 1-11-30, TDominie Sweensy won this one in 56-42,
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Phe HolloUohe 2 up 29 mile 1.1, organised by Coalville Wheelers
was an excellent win for Tony and Jason in 59-21, the only
team under the hour, Puul and Wichard in their [irst event
together finished in 1-7-21,  ‘he Tunstall Vheelers 2up 25
mide .10, Tony ond Jusun cludimed Hth place in LU-43.

A 36mile Hoad Hace prowoted by Hoyal Sutton ©.C. saw Alan elaim
ptir plice and in his firal race as a junier Martin finished

i the bunch. In the following weeka Albert Price Memurial
lzee at Wolverhampton over 93 ndles Alon Uipished equal 10th,
the 42 mile junior race Martin was impeded al the Iindsh
cutting out a high placing.

Stourbridpge C.C's, 2up 1.0, over |0 wiles saw Alan and Martin
claim 24=00 and 235-19 times lor a high placing of 11th, lick's
besl time to date haa besn a 1=7-21 in Lotts and Kast [iida

Yets evenlt nesys Syatol.

Miere Wwerr. gome good results over the Baster lioliday. Gnod
Wriday Alau and Marlin were the lastest team in Velo Club Bed-
fords 22 mile 2up 1.0 in 55-34 for 12th place. he winnersa
were J. Harvrivon aod 5. locken of Iuvicla Hood Club in 48-31.,
a culrse record.

Bugler Saturday Alan aod [Lebin tepwed up wilh Tony wud Jzaoow
For Sulibull C.0%, SUkme Jup W00, they Finished eyual 12th
with s tinge of 1=14-4%. Unfortunately they lust Martin early
iy, he g aut'lerdng rom oo leavy cold, Mo vinuera werg
Suildhld G.LU. in I-L-U2,

P, Urme bouk lst place Lu the 10 lap points race with 20 pto.
gt Lhe Butts Stadium, Coventry on Baster Nunday, Tony vaa Uieat
gver We llne iu 6 laps.

4
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Whie Fereia hnd o team in Belper W.C, Hilly 20, mile .7, with
bre following tines:- Curia 55-39., Steve 33=56, and Touy Ben-
ettt 5%=57,, Mark Valahwa wen this 1n 45-00,

Uis & sl hote, Low Harker, well kuown racing eyetislh with the
lleruy Fercury hao podsal awal. T atruck up i friendabip with
Lo Whun pagsing biw o wy wiy to work, lew was then eaniig
i the uppusite diveetion te Willingbow Power Station,

I will end wy report by tentiovning Nick Marriott and Johu
Pravig whe decided bo get sose wlles in over Bester by riding
Lo Averysiwyth and haca, Tuey Were so tired on Good Mriday
evening that they were in bed by 9.00p.m, They blamed the
troublesamns Wi,

Pete Hoze,
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