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" THE SECRET of success-
ful cycle touring

a MERCIAN lightweight
touring cycle built to your
own specifications.

The Cycle that is known by the
enthusiasts throughout the Country for
its quality and perfection.

HIGH CLASS ENAMELLING
CHROME PLATING — CYCLE REPAIRS
WHEELBUILDING

lllustrated Catalogue sent on request.

MERCIAN CYCLES Ltd.
28 Stenson Road, Derby

TEL. 25851
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THEN GO TO

HADFIELD & SON

85-86 Uxbridge Street,
Burton-on-Trent

THE CYCLE SPECIALISTS
FOR ALL YOUR NEEDS

CYCLING OR WALKING NEEDS

TOUGH BUT LIGHT FOOTWEAR
then you need

C. W. Mansfield

FOR YOUR FOOTWEAR REPAIRS BY
CRAFTSMEN

74 High Street, Burton-on-Trent

Laces, straps, polishes, slippers and moccasins



TELEPHONE : MELBOURNE 2500

b. F. 6. TOON

M.LP.

PLUMBING AND HEATING
ENGINEER

E. M. GAS BOARD APPROVED

82a Main Street,
King's Newton, Melbourne,
Derby.

SATISFACTION GUARANTEED

ESTIMATES FREE
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ILast date for articles in Feb, issue 23rd Jan., 1975
EDITORTAL .

I hope everyone hed an enjoyeble Christmas and

can look Torvwerd to o really pood cyeling yeer.

A few years ago it was the custom [o-~ members of
the Derby Section to "ride in" the New Year but I
have not heard of it being carried out in recent
years. I hope this is not another ewent gone by
the wayside,

Lis%ening to Derby .cdio looal news just befors
Ckristzmes 2 welllknown Derby cycle dealer vas enk-
gd if he thought the rising cost of motoring weould
effa2ot the cycle trade. The dealer replied sa:"znz
he vas very pleased with his prescnt business oz
the cycle trade was bcoming, he foreocast this +

1d contimie and thet there would bz a shoriage ol
bieyoles early in the new year, This sounds excel-
lent news and I only hope the cycle boom continues.

The rising cost of motoring is surely going to hit
all motorists- and everybody but I cannot see the
pleasure motorist sclling hils car and buying &
bicycle, Nowadsys e motor car is e status symbol
even if' the ouner pushes it out of the ge.age,
cleans it and pushes it back again, Then there is
the type who owing to the hign cosi of repzirs
will, leave what h2 considers some twrivizl repair
needed until scmething else goca wrong , or he cen
afford it, in the meantime he is e potential dong-
er to other road users. Perhaps I am & pessimist

Editor

" Avheel"Sales
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i I cannot see many motorists becoming cyalista
*i%{ is just not done fellah", They will m_lt.n_n.ge
i get their plessure motoring scomehow,
Tnsteed -of cournrting our cyclists before they'wve
Pined let us see what we can do sbout maldng our
existing members more enfhusisstie, During the
izt yvear I have yublished the names of 35 new
noobers in-dAvheel, cut of -2 total of 280 in the

I se s Why did -they join end where have got to 7.

L arg nov entering a Wew: Year v:l:i.j;h a nevw ILA.
csretary so it is up to every member to pudl-

]
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socks up and support the Dii.. in every way.
. about a Publicity Officer for-a start 7.

I see there is to be an Ideal Homes Exhibition
i: Derby on Jan. Tth-11th. What = chance we have
izssed in not having a stand, s keen Publicity
G'l'ices would have lmown about this and we would
L.ve been in, We should tzke every ooportuniiy to
* op our {lag flying and show the genersl pubtlio
k=t eyecle touring still exists.

=1 %

. e DLARY,
29th Jan, : Section Slide Battle a2t Burton.
12¢h Feb... : Section Slide Eattle at Derby.

Section clubroom,
15:h Maraoh : D.A. Lecture,
Lth Vay : Treasure Hunt,

fst June  : Rough Stuff Ride,

7th Sopt. : Standard Rides,

5th Cot. ¢ Avmual Church Ssrvice,
12th Cegt. 1 Hill Climb,

25th Oet. 1 DA Lecture,

=3 =@ =3 3 EE e

Do nov forget your slides for this snnuel event
mist be received by George Clapton by 15th Jan.
at the latest, hefore if possible,

E T ST @SR aoaoss @@=
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D, A, FUBLICITY OFFICER, g
It is becoming increasingly apparent that this
pesition should be filled as soon as possible for
the well-being of the D.A, and the C.T.C., in -
general,

Would any member wishing to assist in publicis-
ing our events, section news and other activit-
ies to the lecal Press and Radio please give their
pames to the secretary or any committee member,
A member, in this position can do a lot of good
work for the D.A, by keeping cycle touring in the
mind of the general publie,

D, A, AINUAT, GENERAT, MEETTNG.

The D.A., A.G.M, was held on 1st December 1974 &t
the Womens Tnatitute, Little Eaten. 43 per ususl
it wes late in startingand even so when it did
start members were very scarce on the floor, a
maximum of 20 present out of & total of 280, it
speaks for itself,

Mr, A.Barlow wes eleoted to the chair,
Mr.L.Northern was elected President and ir.C.W,
Besrd ¥ice President. The Seoretary's job had o
be held over as no one wished to take it on, so
the meeting earricd on. Mr,G.Bird took over the
Treasurer's job from Tan Yates who had to give

up through studies. Mrs. Sheils Williams contin
ued with the job of Membership Secretary and Mr.
J,Wallis agreed to carry on with the editor's Job,
8 job he has done extremely well over the last
year, Mr.R.Wright wes to continue 2s Awheel Sales
and }r,G.R.Clapton agreed to carry on with the
duplieating until such times as another member
will take over, It was then that after seme delib-
eration with his fellow members Mr.J.Woocdings
offered his services as a Secretary, this was
acocepted and the business of the meeting contimied.
There were no volunteers for the wvacency of Fress
Seoretary. This is an extremely important position
for a lot can be done to publiecise the activities
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ol' the D.A..

17r,.G.Brovwn egrecd to carry on &s delegate to

other committees, o

The following D.A. fixtures were agreed.

D. A, Iecture Aerch 15th.

Trensure Hunt May 4th, Organised by Alfreton
Scotion.

Tough Stuff Ride June {st, Organised by Burton
Section.

Strnderd Rides Sept 7th. Orgenised by Derby
Section,

iurch Szrvice October 5th.

1"i11 Climb October. 12th, Organised by Burton
Segtion,

DA Lecture Ootobor 25th.

Guing o lack of suppori there will be no heat

ci' the B.C.T.0. this ysar,

"It was agreed that again our affiliation fee to
e GUP.R.3. MHAdlsnds Group be peid.

. 1% was suggoested that the Auvheel article prize
shiould come from D.A. funds and that it should
L~ brought up in committee ezch year,

Tha,first cormittee meeting will Te helr:'l on Sat-

; ﬁ-_hu.}f Ju.rm.ury 25+th et 6. Eme.

IATTEHS RECETVED,

TIH DHEBY DA, _ _

i rather think that most members who attended the
reoent Derby District Association Amnual Genereal
Wpeting did not realise that I have taken on the
Sceretary's position for twelve months only. I
have no intention of continuing unless there is
~ yast improvemsnt in support for the Disirict
‘asocintion's fixtures and social events, in
vich caze I moy reconsider this position next

. hovecber, In ocur briefl sdjourmment ot the resar
of' the room during the annuel general meeting

- - Purion members promised to help and support me
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during the year, this is one remson why Gordon
is telding over writing Durton- Sﬂct:l.un notes for
.AWhﬂﬂl'
You,the members of Derby District Associantion
oan do your share by taking part in the oycling
fixtures orranged at the annual general meeiing
and so in turn show the orgenisers thaot these.
events are needed, this goes slso for the social
events,.
I shall welcome eny help, informetion or arific-
ism™“in the rumning of the District Associstion,
If you do not wish to writc to me, write to the
awheel editor Jim Wallis, he too is after mater-
ial for the Awheel end do not forget if you wish
to remsin onomymous tell Jim, your letter will
be published if it is suitzble and contains your
name, Jim will fix you up with & fietitious one,
Burton mumbers now appear to control the Uistr-
ict fssccinticn, do you want this to continue,
if' not come elong to the next annual gencral
meeting with alternctive suggestions and sey so.
I hzave just been locking ot the 1974 Avhcel ari-
icals and Burton msmbers have monopolised the
articles, discouniing letters and section roports,
eleven artlules were from Burton hembers , five
were from Derby, four were mnonymous, and others
were frem Arthur, G.B, ond Hugo Miles,
So remember Jim's plea for more articles for our
magezine end how about his ples for e District
Association Publicity Officer, is this another
puﬂl‘i:.a.nn to be taken by & Burton merber,

John,

-l I F agsse o8 o3 oo

CYCLISTS O THe HIGH FEAK THAIL

The following is & copy of letter from the County
Plenming Offiecer received by !o,G,Brown, ocur rep-
resentative on the Users of the Countryside Comm—
ittes,

See page Fo.6 _
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Dear Sir, 6th November 1974
Crelists on the High Peak Treil
The Countryside Varden has reported to me an
ingident involving a group of seven oyclists who
r=n down o two-year-old child on the High Pesk
Friil and failed to stop efter the accident. °
Whilst I am not suggesting that these were nec-
es5.rily members of any club affiliated to your
ergmnisation, I would be grateful if you could
can! 1sise through your circulars and other publ- °
iezions the terms on vwhich cyclists may use the
Troi end other similar facilities, i.e. thot at
all ‘imes pedestrians have the prior right of
W and both cyclisis and horse-riders are regu-
ire 7 to give way to pedestrians.
i is the first unplescsant incident of its kind
az Jar as I am avere, and hopefully it will prove
to .. an exceptional case of irresponsibility,
(77+ party of oyclists involved -included adults
enl foung poople). The County Council is anvious
@ rovide feoilities vhich cyelists may use to-
geuicr with horse-riders anpd vedesiriana, and T
am cure thot you will agree that responsible be—
havicur can allew all users to share the trails
without conflict,

Yours faithfully,
H. Coviley
County Flanning Officer

Faving read the report of this unfortunzte ineid-
ent it is up to ell members of the Cyclists Tour-
ing Club when riding on The High Peak end Tiss-
ington Trzils to cbssrve the conditions ,rdde in
the correct manner and see thet ell other oyol-

ists do likewise,

JI: NORMAN, ey
1t will come as.a .great shook to many of, the
older meribers of the Derby D, A, to hear of the
death of Jim Norman a stelwart of the C,T,C. both
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Esre in Derby and Nottinghem, he passed awey on
Becember 12th after ashort illnees, '
Jim and his wife Cledys were familiar figures cn
. their tandem et all our major events and with
Albert Chepman as organiser of the Matlock Rally,
He wes nlso Chief Consul for Derbyshire and our
Counciller for many years,
He will be-sndly missed both here ard in his cix
D. A, “*fer-his ‘oyeling career stretched from 1920
up to 2 fortnight tefore his death,

IEWS FRQM THE SECTIONS.
ALFRETON,
alfreton Section members venlly enjoyed the Ann-
uzl Dinne=, a good mesl in plrasent surrourdings
with enjoynble entertainment ofterwards,
The dny after the dinner wos o real stinke: woa-
ther wise with the rein pouring down when T ronc-—
ched Ambergnts, Fred Dolman srrived from Purion
and after o cuppa ve mnde our woy towards Crich
toking the road through Friichley. The morning
was really murky with mist as we climbed into
Crich, Dinner wes at Mrs, Harrison's where we
vwere joined by the rest of Burton Seciion vho
had eccme wvia VWhotstandwell, :
In the afternoon we oycled down through Wingfield
Perk and up into Pentrich village ; the run was to
Hemmersmith to sgarch for the"Bridge on o Bridge"
which we found in & field on the right heand side
at the bottom of the hill thet lesds from Fentrich
to Ripley. A rough road passes through the bottem
bridge and leads towards Iower Hartshey, On the
top.of this bridge is .built another which carried
the “0ld Ripley — Hemnor Gate railwey line but
this hes been dismantled for some yesrs., To mske
it more umuisusl a railway line also pessed under
the upper bridge, this line vwes used to corry
coel from Hertshay Pit to Butterley Tronworks
m:l.u_';r'l Yyeers ogo, In time gone by the lard vhere

adan

[ #58  B]
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@ic bridges ere situated-wias the Cinder Bank 1o,
Beiterley Irormorks. After having a good look
wwound. the bridges the Burton Section made their
wmy towards Ripley.- B:.ﬁﬂ.mg 'Ibham gocdbye I ujrnlﬂﬂ
the short distance home. , . -

P first Sundey in Decenmber was 'I:hEI DA, AlGM
¥iclr and myself lef't Ambergate for Belper Lane
B~ then on to Fornch Green for dinner, After- -
w25 rnizking our woy elong the back lsnes to
Do'Cield, then over to Little Eatcon,

4. n the meeting was poorly supported with only
*¥ membars present. everything went off gquite
wr'-'; znd 211 the important offices were filled. _
"~ Vioedings becoming Hon Seeretary and Gordon .
";' .4 fion, Treasurer, After the meeting Mick

L. (ted me home for tes and Dylis put on a 2 :Llly
E-] peal for us,

T third Sunday in December we had & short round
ol about run being joined by o new rider, Stephen
“roo Hipley.
Tz ving Arbergste we tock the steep climk up to-
=—is the Fackhorse, then followed downhill thro-
e Alderiesley to Wheistandwell., From here we
cl-bed townrds Crich and:part way we peused tn
as~re the fine view of river, cansl apd railwey
ithen continued into Crich for dinmer.
aftcr dinner we had = lock at the large goldfish
vanl in the gerden soross from Mrs, Harrisen's,
ost of the fish were out of 515111: in the weeds -
bying to keep wierm,
Toxt we went up to Crich Stond but the view was
speiilt by storm clouds that seemed to ring the -,
gky, also the wind blew bltterly cold 'r.ith 1it-
#le rz2in to make comditions unplensant, . - "
Tecving Orich we rede through Wingfield Perk on 2 _
cald afterncon thot seemed to be keeping the
motorists indoors, Orossing the River Amber we
rede up the steep climb into Pentrich and dropped |
dewn into' Hammnersmith to have another leok at the
"Bridge on a Bridge" befére making ctr way hcme,
Arthur,
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BURTON. L . B :
¥any readers of Avheel will kmow by now that I
have toeken the recently vecated place on the
Derby District Associntion Committee of Seeretary,
I om sure thet you will 2ll join me in thonking
Bill Turton for the valusd work he hes done on’
our tehalf in the past.

Rather surprisingly despite the continued wet
weather attendsnces have been quite good on sect-
ion runs. Our last clubrun in Hovember was led
by Gordon to Harmersmith Bridge, reeiing icthur
Barlew at Crich he expressed inter2st{ and led us
4+c where he believed it steood olosc to Ripley.

e fcurd a disused railway line crossing & lane
by & bridge, nothing umisual in that you may
thinlr Put at the seme spot e secord disused rail-
way ot o higher level crossed the Pirst reilway
and the lmne, Certainly unigue but not in quite
such pleasant surrcundings ss the similar one ot -
Devils Bridge in Wales thet comes to mind,

Do readers know of other examples?.

The following week the section cttended the Dis-
trict Assceisticon Armual General Meeting ot Litt-
le Eaton, this was nect wery well suppcried.
However we hed 2 sleasant ride and we found a
handy place for elevenses on the Derby Ashbourne
rond sbout = mile frocm Meclkworth where & Little
Chef has reocently opened. Before the anmial meet-
ing we met Jim Wollis by sppoiniment who tock us
a very interesting guided tour of his willage,.
This was token mainly by field footpeths to sev-
eral disused guorries which had interesting feet-
ures, Anyvey thanks a lot Jim we learm something
all the time, espeolally from loccl lmowledge.,

A week later the section visited another curic,
thig was 2 ocanal feotbridge which has two tovers
one on each bank and is crowned with bottlemsnis.
Rather unususl but one of those things to atlract
the oyole tourist and is situated sbout opposito
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the entrance to Drayton Manor near Tarmworth,
During the morning we paid a brief visit to the
railvey preservation society at Shaclkerstene, n
trisk vwalk round the locomotives revesled little
netivity.

tan led a pleasant run to Bradgate Fark, this
included severzl choice pisees of rough stuff,
During the morning we czlled on our past aceret-"—
ary &t Czlke, Both Ian and I wanted to see him
und whilst we settled cur business Chria, enter-
tzined us to 8 welecome brew, thanks s lot,

Congratulntions are due to Bernord Prior who has
reeently Been promoted to assistant menager of -
his travel company in Fortamouth, h’ell_ done Bernie,

T thought thet the Annunl District-Association din-
ner vwent dovn fairly well at the Newdon Park Hotel
and have heerd of only ong adverse critic. I aotte-
nded the recent Yoreia Gycling Clubk's dinncr nt
tnc.- sane- venue hpd the meal wns hot as good as tha
T.C. .but thu}spﬁuuhud wero. nuper;ur.

Arr_ngr.:mc.nu“_nrﬂ now! gﬂing thesd :E'ﬂr the next
Easter Tour, thic will be to Yorkshire where mem—
bers will participzie in the Anfual Rough Stuff
Felloughip meet, This is to ‘be based et Settle
where acecommedation at Gue.:t Houses 'EI.I:I.J. -lcuth
Hostels is to pe, buqkﬂﬂ. STa N - :

Finally, nw:.ng to p!:'-..aaur{: ‘af, bu.'linﬂaa Gordon is
t-ﬂ'mg o¥rer the --rit:.ng up of Burton Scction nct-
es in 4l New Yenr from me, So may I end with wias-"
hing all yeeders of ;‘Lwlmul a ".'111*5" h_.'pp]." and prus—
pe-ous Hew Iear. et

IEHEY.
Sorry, no report rececived.
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ROAIS 1ISTS

AI.;E"RL"I‘U‘H SECTION,

Eon. See., : I,Bailey, 10 Thorpe Wey, Belper,
Derbys, TES 1GB,

Stort t ' Hurt Arms Hotel,.Amberg-zte, -

12th Jen, : Ruszisn Cottage. i
L. Little LUngstone,

19th Jon, 3 Osmaston Park,

L, Ellastone, Arthur,
26th Jon, : 3y the Water, . g
L. Ashover, , ek,
2nd Fet, : Iucks on the Water,
g L. Over Hedden, Alen,
8th Feb. ¢+ Over the Hillg,
L, Earl Sterndale, Arthur,
- T - T = T = = - - = 0 r - gl i :
BURTQIN SECTION
Hon. Sec, : J.Woedings, 16-Short Lane,
Barton-under- Necdwood, Stzifs,
Stort 1 Abbey Arcade, High Stmet
Purton-on-Trent,

Will runs leaders plesse nofe thet the Abbey
Arande should be left no later thon 10 :::mutus
after the time stated,

S,5tart, L. Lunch T,Tea,

12th Jan ! Rocester Church, P.Rosze,
S« 9.30an.,
' ) L. Ellastons,
15th Jan, :, Matlook Towers. G, Bird.,
2 S. 9.30am, vos
Y. Crich, '
26th Jan, .: Hawksmoor
: * 8. 9.302m, T.#illioms,
L mﬂﬂtﬂﬂﬂi

1st Feb, : Shining Cliff ¥.H,

2nd Feb. : Oberthorpe Obelisk., G.Bird.
S, 9, 30am, B
L, Crich,

9th Feb, " Mi, St, Bernords Abbey.- — I.Yatec

*S. 9.3@am, L. Wocdhouse, Enves.



HIMS IISTS

JURTON SECTION Srasade s »continued.,

i6th Feb, : Bosworth Field, .  T.Williams
S 9. 30am. s
L. Norton-juxta-Twyoross.

23rd Feb., : Castle Ring, J,Woodings,
5. 9.30am,

L. Springslade Farm.

<he next scotion committee mecting will be on .
‘afurdey 22nd Februery at 7.30pm, Gordon Bird's,
wood Street, Burton-on<Tient, '

sookings required now for Ecater Tour, Bed and
Sreakfast, sce John Woodings, for Youth Hestel
book through Ian Yetés, hostel seorctary.’

bBocking for Youth Hostel weekends should be
mede through Y.H.A. Sec. Ian Yztes, give
plenty of notiee,

IEREY SECTION,
Hen, Sec, “: G,R.Clapton, 22 Kew Cardens,
Mackuotrth Estete,Derby LE3 J+.|-'||.-.1
Muns See. ¢ Mrs. J.8mith, 47 Brisbane T
lbckleover, Derh:.r.
Tele. Dexrby 52108,
dtort "+ PFublie Library, The Wardwick, Derby.
; See nlso Weckend Dinry in Derby:
Evening Telegraph. on Frideys,
Clutroom t. John!s Socinl Centre,
« . .« M1l Strect, Derby.
Wednesdoys ? L5pm to 10. 301_:1

Sorry no runs list received.

WITER CLUER00N PROGHANME, T
15tk Jan, @ Leeture by !Mr.D.VWekefield on hig
holidey in Amcrieca.

20t Jan., ¢ Elide Bottle at Furton,

12th Peb, ¢ Slide Battle at Deruy,

5th ihreh : Exchonge lMort,
19th Ihweh ¢+ Cineg Film,

Z2nd April : Bingo.,
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RUNS LISTS.
DERBY SECTION. ° :
*'WINTER CLUBROO)M EROGRAMME,  ..... continued,
25rd April : ILecture by M W, BoEinson,

Will members please nmote that events for 15th Jnn,
end 12th Feb, have been sltered to those shown on
their Clubrocm Progromme Cards,

MERCTA DESPATOH
Hon., See. : F.Rose, 123 Priory Londs,
Stretton, Burton-on-Trent,
; . Staffs, DE13 ONJ,
Clubroom ¢ Alme Inn, Cross Strect,
Burton-on=-Trent,
~ B.Cpm on Mendays,
Start of runs ; Derby Turn Inn, 9,Com  Sundnys,
See Burton Daily Mzil for details,

Sorry no report received for January.,

= = e o i b e KRSk iR
= o 2 S e o PRSBSOS ==

T0 -SET YOU THIIGING

The cyclist from Beertown got cut his wheels (Fro-
ddie) and sct forth on the last day of March. It
wes o lovely summer afternoon and the first things
he noticed were white boxes on wheels,(pecples
homes) and so & left turn through = place which he
thought it would teke 2 few thousand to make & 4cn,
So he mnent left cgein and there were more white
boxes which were intended more for pleasure,

A right turn nt & lake which reminded him of &
Silver King oil lamp, This lzne crossed z main
road into another which the first partd could well
be o famous Pottery design, The next thing he s
was location 106 anpd thet is pretty redern,

S0 lef't end to poss ¢ church on 2 hill, and bear-
ing left there wns further on 2 MPethedist Chapel
1874. No celebrations here, empty and quiet, A
pause on & bridge, e mill in view and ¢ son of
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toil rotavating = ton of soil. So ke rode om to-
turn left on a lane (Not = short ong).but a short
run to @ Ieft tuwrn to overlook the place he had
just ridden through, could be & long ocar of pop-
Aalar nome sand passed a farm Not Gold Hill ut
something guite valuable. Down over a brook and’
up the other side to pause and ignore the health
warning on the packet, Looking across he saw the
church on the hill plus some conorete towers in
the background, Then onyard and & right turn fol-
lowed by a quick left, There-was the name "Litt-
levworth", extensions there end Bow Windows could
cosily make this ploce (Bigworth), Hero wkeols
svient left to:.a place vhich reminded the oyclist
cf the boy <ho sings out of tune. A church up a
bonk on the left and by & pub "Flower and Head-
garr' ond left by.a cottage suffering from im-

- -provements, Surprising whet builders cen do with
a couple of sledgehammers, £ pile of bricks and
gorzent, nok forpetting a barrel of "whitewash",
There was these perforated vells to let the wind
through, Could it be that a man named Twiss lived
around here (nut Glim:r). e
%6 left ond a 'steéady drop to right turn and to
come -out at Brands Hetch mach nmearer than the
stocks in the village, Then it was left by o
portable crane belonging to Sykes Pump Co. noth-
ing to do with "Bill" or Oliver, Ancther church
plain square tower and & pub. A strong man with
o tree in his arms? and so he passed a ploce and
the man on the tele, ad. prefers this drink not
the stuff in the Tig drum which lasts m long
time and se by o smell church, The gate 1914-
1918 and so right e rail crossing, Reils going
right would lead {to bottle-necks in 5 places
(not roazds) and over & bridge the water below
represented Peace (o bird) which the cyclist
thought was the peace he enjoyed on this pleas——
ant Sundey afterncon. Sc through the last place
sthere the roed follows = brook for a few hundred
yords and back to starting point, ?Where did the
rider go?, "Acetylens Gas",
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WELSH 3TEAM

I recently hed the plau..mrﬂ of a trip on the
Severn Velley railway between Bridgnorth end
Bewdley in Shropshire, The train tias houled by
an old steam locomotiwve, the sight and sounds
bringing back many nostalgic memories of long
hours in the school holidsys spent teking "numb-
ers and: names" gt one now elosed-railway station,
Years opo steanm logomotives seldom were locked at
twice, now if' one is seen at work it is 2 differ-
et tnlt: I lmow in Zurton Section over the years
we havé mode several vigits to railw oy preservot-
ion societies mround the midlends and further
arfield when we hawve been on "Tour',

The Severn Valley Reilwey is the finest I have
seen, end it 1s on the roand to Wales which has
alveys been popular with cycle touriste, but I
wonder how many readera kmow thet Weles hes the
finest selection of working narrow geuge rail-
weys in Britein, All eight of them use stean loe-
cmotives, and linked tdgether would make & wery
pleasant oyecle tourof the Principality,

The nesrest system to England is the Welshpool
and Llanfeir Crereinion Idght Railway with hesd-
gquarters situated on the W58 on the outskirts of
Llanfeiy Ceereinion, Its trains run along o very
undulating line for 5% miles to Sylfaen every
weekend from early April to October mnd deily
from mid July to eerly September, I had the plen-
sure of & journey on this line last Spring Bonk
Holidsy fer the return frre of 50p, The stean
loccmotive in use on the daoy of our visit origin—
nted from justria,

The only steem loecomotive still running by Brit-
ish RHeil es2n be seen on the Vale of Rheidol Roil-
way between Aberystuyth snd the Devil's Bridge,
This is the longest narrow geuge journey in Wales
~nd is possibly the finest walue at 55p return
for 2% miles return journcy, Unfortunntely alth-
ough I heve been to Devil's Bridge scversl tires
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I have yet to pay a visit when the line is in
Usg,

Another fine reilway winding into the mountains
from sea level is the Festiniog Railway which
runs from Porthmsdog the 9% miles to Dduallt, I
hove seen trains on thid4 line seversl times but
have yet to travel cn the line, Return fares are
G0p if you wish to travel 3rd class, elthough

" cheaper returns are available on off peak trains,

A railusy unique in Britain is the Snowdon Moun-
tain Duilway, this commences from Llanberis and
takes one hour to resch the 3560ft summit of
Snowdon, The railway is steam operzted with =
eentral toothed trock for :dhesion, this system
is quite commen in mountai=n I‘:‘_ﬂ"l"_'f,’s in Europe,
espoaeislly the Alps. Again I've yel to see this
roiluny operating '

The first railway in Britein to Be seved by vol
untecrs is the Telyllym H_.11~a-=:.r. Twis too runs

through fine scencry for &% miles .:ciween Tomyn
and Aberpyrolwyl. hr.! return Jjourner costs 5Cp
tut econery- fares sre cvodilable, I ddd gee this
line in use seweral years ago but o . yet to
_treavel on it

‘The -srallest railus;r 15 situsted at Feirbourre
agross the lMawddach Estucry from Bermouth, it
runs for 2 miles clongside the Beach on 2 15in,
gouge, I've not seen this line nper&tlng, but
it's return fewd is °7p,

The latest railwey to open is the Erla Leke Redl-
. way, this runs from the old railwe ey station -*
Llanurehllyn for 2% miles along Leke Bals on the
track of the formor Grest Western Redilway. When
tha section was there at the Spring Banlr Holi-
 day, only diesel trains were running but they
were hoping to have steam locos in iue by late
‘summer. The return fare is 40p.
"~ _To be_continued,
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CYCLES & ACCESSORIES
ALL LEADING MAKES

HORTON'S

14 UXBRIDGE STREET
BURTON-ON-TRENT

% Looking for 4
C ﬂfz *"."'"'*'

SUNDA‘!’S AND BANKHOLIDAYS

PARK CAFE

NEW STREET BUS PARK
BURTON-ON-TRENT

Open 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Breakfast Lunch Grills or Snacks

Seating for 70 persons

@Eafe

DPEH




Whether for
WORK

or

PLEASURE

Agent for

CARLTON, SUN and ALL RALEIGH CYCLES
Spares and Repairs

“We keep you on the road”
TRY

BOB’S CYCLES

27 ROSE HILL STREET
252 OSMASTON ROAD

and

ABBEY CYCLE CO.

88 ABBEY STREET, DERBY



For Travel to your Touring Area
not only you, but your family,
your friends.

Everyone can get Travel Tickets

from

C.T.C. Travel, Ltd.

MEMBER A.B.T.A.

13 SPRING ST., PADDINGTON. W2

01-723-8407

COMPLETE SERVICE
RAIL SEA AIR

WITH OR WITHOUT CYCLES

CAR FERRIES, MOTORAIL, COACHES

INCLUSIVE HOLIDAYS, CRUISES

Remember every ticket sold helps
the C.T.C.






